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WALLS BRYAN
Mummymania in the English-speaking World University of
Chicago Press
"You can' throw too much style into a miracle, and you my friend
are a miracle," Mark Twain says to Feodor Adrianovitch Jefticheﬀ,
also known as Jo-Jo The Dog Faced Boy. Fedor lives, travels,
works, and loves among the haunting cast of performers in the
Black Tent Sideshow of P.T. Barnum's Circus in the late 1880s.
Fedor not only survived, but also proﬁted by being a memorable
and unforgettable human curiosity. Along with being an
intelligent and avid reader of Tolstoy, Twain, Alcott, and Melville,
he has remarkable interactions with a myriad of other worldrenowned characters, one being Nicholas II the Russian
Tsarevich. This proves that more than just being a "sideshow,"
there was a lot of individuality and heart to this "dog-faced boy."
Richly authentic, dramatic, beautifully written, and always
thought-provoking, Brant Vickers tells Fedor's story in an epic
account of this young man's extraordinary life.
A Novel Post Hill Press
Rebecca Solnit has made a vocation of journeying into diﬃcult
territory and reporting back, as an environmentalist,
antiglobalization activist, and public intellectual. Storming the
Gates of Paradise, an anthology of her essential essays from the
past ten years, takes the reader from the Pyrenees to the U.S.-Mexican border, from San Francisco to London, from open sky to
the deepest mines, and from the antislavery struggles of two
hundred years ago to today’s street protests. The nearly forty
essays collected here comprise a unique guidebook to the
American landscape after the millennium—not just the deserts,
skies, gardens, and wilderness areas that have long made up
Solnit’s subject matter, but the social landscape of democracy
and repression, of borders, ruins, and protests. She ventures into
territories as dark as prison and as sublime as a broad vista,
revealing beauty in the harshest landscape and political struggle
in the most apparently serene view. Her introduction sets the
tone and the book’s overarching themes as she describes
Thoreau, leaving the jail cell where he had been conﬁned for
refusing to pay war taxes and proceeding directly to his favorite
huckleberry patch. In this way she links pleasure to politics,
brilliantly demonstrating that the path to paradise has often run
through prison. These startling insights on current aﬀairs, politics,
culture, and history, always expressed in Solnit’s pellucid and
graceful prose, constantly revise our views of the otherwise
ordinary and familiar. Illustrated throughout, Storming the Gates
of Paradise represents recent developments in Solnit’s thinking
and oﬀers the reader a panoramic world view enriched by her
characteristically provocative, inspiring, and hopeful
observations.
A Curious Man Citadel Press
An extraordinary biography. A gallery of astonishing work. The
legacy of a madman. Philadelphia, the late 1870s. A city of gas

lamps, cobblestone streets, and horse-drawn carriages—and
home to the controversial surgeon Dr. Spencer Black. The son of
a grave robber, young Dr. Black studies at Philadelphia’s
esteemed Academy of Medicine, where he develops an
unconventional hypothesis: What if the world’s most celebrated
mythological beasts—mermaids, minotaurs, and satyrs—were in
fact the evolutionary ancestors of humankind? The
Resurrectionist oﬀers two extraordinary books in one. The ﬁrst is
a ﬁctional biography of Dr. Spencer Black, from a childhood spent
exhuming corpses through his medical training, his travels with
carnivals, and the mysterious disappearance at the end of his life.
The second book is Black’s magnum opus: The Codex Extinct
Animalia, a Gray’s Anatomy for mythological beasts—dragons,
centaurs, Pegasus, Cerberus—all rendered in meticulously
detailed anatomical illustrations. You need only look at these
images to realize they are the work of a madman. The
Resurrectionist tells his story.
The Routledge Circus Studies Reader Manchester University Press
A staple of American popular culture during the 19th and early
20th centuries, the freak show seemed to vanish after World War
II. This book reveals the image of the freak show, with its
combination of the grotesque, horriﬁc and amusing specimens.
Always a Soldier The New Press
An account of the life of the enigmatic cartoonist-turnedeccentric-millionaire whose wealth and fame were built from his
extensive collection of exotic curiosities oﬀers insight into his
innate empathy for the world's marginalized groups and his ﬁnal
years spent on a private island with rare artifacts and unusual
pets.
Freaks and the American Cultural Imagination Quirk Books
Monsters in Performance boasts an impressive range of
contemporary essays that delve into topical themes such as race,
gender, and disability, to explore what constitutes monstrosity
within the performing arts. These fascinating essays from leading
and emerging scholars explore representation in performance,
speciﬁcally concerning themselves with attempts at social
disqualiﬁcation of "undesirables." Throughout, the writers employ
the concept of "monstrosity" to describe the cultural processes
by which certain identities or bodies are conﬁgured to be
threateningly deviant. The editors take a range of previously
isolated critical inquiries – including bioethics, critical race
studies, queer studies, and televisual studies - and merge them
to create an accessible and dynamic platform which uniﬁes these
ranges of representations. The global scope and interdisciplinary
nature of Monsters in Performance renders it an essential book
for Theatre and Performance students of all levels as well as
scholars; it will also be an enlightening text for those interested
in monstrosity and Cultural Studies more broadly.
A Novel John Wiley & Sons
The Poetics of Natural History is about the "daydreams" of early
American naturalists (from 1730 to 1868) and the collections they
created around these dreams. Christoph Irmscher explores how,
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through the acts of organizing physical artifacts and reﬂecting
upon their collections through writings and images, naturalists
from John Bartram to Louis Agassiz were making sense of
themselves and their world. These collections allowed them, in a
way, to collect themselves. In the ﬁrst part of his book, Irmscher
oﬀers us a guided tour of the actual collections, beginning in
Bartram's disorderly botanical garden in Philadelphia and taking
us through the artful display of animals in Charles Wilson Peale's
collections and, ﬁnally, to the "halls of humbug" of P. T. Barnum's
American Museum. The second part of the book moves away
from the collections, and explores natural history words and
images. Irmscher unforgettably describes American collectors'
fascination and horror with the American rattlesnake, and invokes
the violent and beautiful world of American birds as described in
John James Audubon's paintings and writings. His book ends with
a description of Louis Agassiz's 1865 expedition to Brazil as seen
through the eyes of the young William James, who reluctantly
gathered Brazilian ﬁsh while his mentor assembled "proof" that
some human beings were less human than others.
The Electric Woman Camden House
A Curious Man is the marvelously compelling biography of Robert
“Believe It or Not” Ripley, the enigmatic cartoonist turned
globetrotting millionaire who won international fame by
celebrating the world's strangest oddities, and whose outrageous
showmanship taught us to believe in the unbelievable. As
portrayed by acclaimed biographer Neal Thompson, Ripley’s life
is the stuﬀ of a classic American fairy tale. Buck-toothed and
cursed by shyness, Ripley turned his sense of being an outsider
into an appreciation for the strangeness of the world. After selling
his ﬁrst cartoon to Time magazine at age eighteen, more
cartooning triumphs followed, but it was his “Believe It or Not”
conceit and the wildly popular radio shows it birthed that would
make him one of the most successful entertainment ﬁgures of his
time and spur him to search the globe’s farthest corners for
bizarre facts, exotic human curiosities, and shocking phenomena.
Ripley delighted in making outrageous declarations that
somehow always turned out to be true—such as that Charles
Lindbergh was only the sixty-seventh man to ﬂy across the
Atlantic or that “The Star Spangled Banner” was not the national
anthem. Assisted by an exotic harem of female admirers and by
ex-banker Norbert Pearlroth, a devoted researcher who spoke
eleven languages, Ripley simultaneously embodied the spirit of
Peter Pan, the fearlessness of Marco Polo and the marketing
savvy of P. T. Barnum. In a very real sense, Ripley sought to
remake the world’s aesthetic. He demanded respect for those
who were labeled “eccentrics” or “freaks”—whether it be E. L.
Blystone, who wrote 1,615 alphabet letters on a grain of rice, or
the man who could swallow his own nose. By the 1930s Ripley
possessed a vast fortune, a private yacht, and a twenty-eight
room mansion stocked with such “oddities” as shrunken heads
and medieval torture devices, and his pioneering ﬁrsts in print,
radio, and television were tapping into something deep in the
American consciousness—a taste for the titillating and exotic,
and a fascination with the fastest, biggest, dumbest and most
weird. Today, that legacy continues and can be seen in reality TV,
YouTube, America’s Funniest Home Videos, Jackass, MythBusters
and a host of other pop-culture phenomena. In the end Robert L.
Ripley changed everything. The supreme irony of his life, which
was dedicated to exalting the strange and unusual, is that he
may have been the most amazing oddity of all.
Animal and Disability Liberation NYU Press
These innovative essays take a comparative approach to queer
studies while simultaneously queering the ﬁeld of comparative
literature, strengthening the interdisciplinary of both. The book
focuses not only on comparative praxis, but also on interrogating
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our assumptions and categories of analysis.
Presenting Human Oddities for Amusement and Proﬁt
Sourcebooks, Inc.
A fascinating look into the history of the American sideshow and
its performers. Learn what's real, what's fake, and what's just
downright bizarre. You've probably heard of Tom Thumb. The
Elephant Man. Perhaps even Chang and Eng, the original Siamese
twins. But what about Eli Bowen, the legless acrobat? Or Prince
Randian, the human torso? These were just a few of the many
stars that shone during the heyday of the American sideshow,
from 1840 to 1950. American Sideshow chronicles the lives of
truly amazing performers, examining these brave and
extraordinary curiosities not just as sideshow performers but as
people, delving into the lives they led and the ways they were
able to triumph over and even beneﬁt from their abnormalities.
American Sideshow discusses the rise and fall of the original
sideshows and their subsequent replacement by today's selfmade freaks. With the progress of modern medicine,
technological advancements, and the wonderful world of body
modiﬁcation, abnormalities are being overcome, treated and
even prevented: Siamese twins can now be separated, and in
addition to this, tongues can be forked, horns surgically
implanted, and earlobes removed. There are also, of course,
modern-day giants, ﬁre eaters, sword swallowers, glass eaters,
human blockheads, and oh, so much more. These fascinating
personalities are celebrated through intimate biographies paired
with stunning photographs. Approximately two hundred
performers from the past one hundred and sixty years are
featured, giving readers a comprehensive and sometimes
astonishing look into the history of the American sideshow
Magruder's Curiosity Cabinet Three Rivers Press
A beautifully written, deeply provocative inquiry into the
intersection of animal and disability liberation—and the debut of
an important new social critic How much of what we understand
of ourselves as "human" depends on our physical and mental
abilities—how we move (or cannot move) in and interact with the
world? And how much does our deﬁnition of "human" depend on
its diﬀerence from "animal"? Drawing on her own experiences as
a disabled person, a disability activist, and an animal advocate,
author Sunaura Taylor persuades us to think deeply, and
sometimes uncomfortably, about what divides the human from
the animal, the disabled from the nondisabled—and what it might
mean to break down those divisions, to claim the animal and the
vulnerable in ourselves, in a process she calls "cripping animal
ethics." Beasts of Burden suggests that issues of disability and
animal justice, which have heretofore primarily been presented in
opposition, are in fact deeply entangled. Fusing philosophy,
memoir, and science—including factory farming, disability
oppression, and our assumptions of human superiority over
animals—Taylor draws attention to new worlds of experience and
empathy that will open up important avenues of solidarity across
species and ability. Beasts of Burden is a wonderfully engaging
and elegantly written work, both philosophical and personal, by a
brilliant debut author.
Signs & Signals Taylor & Francis
Scholars from communication studies as well as ﬁlm and
television studies address a variety of texts, from Ken Burns's
The Civil War to the midnight cult ﬁlm The Rocky Horror Picture
Show. Part one focuses on perennial subject areas related to
authorship and reception. Part two addresses an assortment of
postmodern and multicultural screen representations, paying
closest attention to matters of gender, race, ethnicity, and the
disabled. Paper edition (unseen), $24.95. Annotation copyrighted
by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR.
Beasts of Burden Routledge
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Hired to document an aging eccentric's search for an ancient
scroll, novelist Stuart Adams sets out with Greek archaeologist
Dr. Niki Mikos to a Mediterranean location that may hold the prize
they all seek.
Pierre de Coubertin and the Origins of the Modern Olympic
Games Simon and Schuster
This Great Symbol is the deﬁnitive study of the origins of the
modern Olympic Games and of their founder, Pierre de Coubertin,
whose ideological stamp the Olympics still bear. Behind this
fascinating blend of biography and history lies an impressive
framework of cultural, social, and psychological theories skilfully
employed to interpret the creation and symbolism of the modern
Olympic Games. Hailed as both a classic in sport history and as a
paradigmatic study in the anthropology of the past, This Great
Symbol helped launch the new collaboration between historians
and cultural anthropologists that continues to mark the human
sciences worldwide. For this 25th anniversary edition, Professor
MacAloon adds a new preface evaluating subsequent scholarship
on Coubertin and the Olympic origins and a highly personal
afterword describing the impact of This Great Symbol on his own
subsequent career as an Olympic anthropologist and cultural
performance theory. This book was published as a special issue
of the International Journal of the History of Sport.
150 Years of Rides, Fires, Floods, the Rich, the Poor and Finally
Robert Moses Coronet Books Incorporated
The Routledge Circus Studies Reader oﬀers an absorbing critical
introduction to this diverse and emerging ﬁeld. It brings together
the work of over 30 scholars in this discipline, including Janet
Davis, Helen Stoddart and Peta Tait, to highlight and address the
ﬁeld’s key historical, critical and theoretical issues. It is organised
into three accessible sections, Perspectives, Precedents and
Presents, which approach historical aspects, current issues, and
the future of circus performance. The chapters, grouped together
into 13 theme-based sub-sections, provide a clear entry point into
the ﬁeld and emphasise the diversity of approaches available to
students and scholars of circus studies. Classic accounts of
performance, including pieces by Philippe Petit and Friedrich
Nietzsche, are included alongside more recent scholarship in the
ﬁeld. Edited by two scholars whose work is strongly connected to
the dynamic world of performance, The Routledge Circus Studies
Reader is an essential teaching and study resource for the
emerging discipline of circus studies. It also provides a
stimulating introduction to the ﬁeld for lovers of circus.
From Ancient Egypt to The Martian, A Deep-Space Dive
into Our Obsession with the Red Planet J Douglas Bottorﬀ
"Joe Nickell - once a carnival pitchman, then a magician, private
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detective, and investigative writer - has pursued sideshow
secrets for years and has worked the famous carnival midway at
the Canadian National Exhibition. For this book, he interviewed
showmen and performers, collected carnival memorabilia,
researched published accounts of sideshows and their lore, and
even performed some classic sideshow feats, such as eating ﬁre
and lying on a bed of nails as a cinderblock was broken on his
chest. The result of these varied eﬀorts, Secrets of the Sideshows
tells the captivating story of the magic, tricks - real or illusory and performers of the world's midway shows."--BOOK JACKET.
Coney Island ABC-CLIO
Alphabetically arranged entries discuss forms of body
modiﬁcation or adornment found throughout history and around
the world, including background information and the theoretical,
social, ethical, and legal issues surrounding each practice.
Encyclopedia of Body Adornment McFarland
Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Agnosticse-artnow
sroBombAmerican SideshowPenguin
A History of Its Criticism Henry Holt and Company
Siamese twins, midgets, giants, bearded ladies, and
hermaphrodites are among the people proﬁled with compassion
and insight
The Resurrectionist Xlibris Corporation
Water for Elephants meets Geek Love in this riveting ﬁrst novel,
an enchanting love story set in P. T. Barnum's American Museum
in 1865 New York City Bartholomew Fortuno, the World's Thinnest
Man, believes that his unusual body is a gift. Hired by none other
than P. T. Barnum to work at his spectacular American
Museum—a modern marvel of macabre displays, breathtaking
theatrical performances, and live shows by Barnum's cast of
freaks and oddities—Fortuno has reached the pinnacle of his
career. But after a decade of constant work, he ﬁnds his sense of
self, and his contentment within the walls of the museum,
ﬂagging. When a carriage pulls up outside the museum in the
dead of night, bearing Barnum and a mysterious veiled
woman—rumored to be a new performer—Fortuno's curiosity is
piqued. And when Barnum asks Fortuno to follow her and report
back on her whereabouts, his world is turned upside down. Why
is Barnum so obsessed with this woman? Who is she, really? And
why has she taken such a hold on the hearts of those around her?
Set in the New York of 1865, a time when carriages rattled down
cobblestone streets, raucous bordellos near the docks thrived,
and the country was mourning the death of President Lincoln, The
Transformation of Bartholomew Fortuno is a moving novel about
human appetites and longings. With pitch-perfect prose, Ellen
Bryson explores what it means to be profoundly unique—and how
the power of love can transcend even the greatest divisions.
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